[Disease management programs in Germany. Current focus and further development].
The structure of the German healthcare system impedes well-coordinated long-term care of the chronically ill. Based on centrally defined standards, German sickness funds have implemented nationwide disease management programs for patients with diabetes. Breast cancer programs are underway. The programs are evidence based. Performance standards are centrally defined and subject to accreditation by a federal office. The programs are designed to improve the coordination of care between the different sectors, but the associated administration costs are often criticized.